QUEEN’S COLLEGE (CORK). 




q Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 10 March x 864 



COPY ‘ 



of Depositions taken before the Justices of the Peace, in the Case 
of the Burning of Queen's College, Cork.” 



RETURN of the Copies of Depositions taken before the Justices of the Peace, in 
the Case of the Burning of the Queen’s College, Cork. 



PARTY MAKING DEPOSITION. 


DATE THEREOF. 


JUSTICE TAKING SAME. 


Sir Robert Kane 


- 


15 May - 


1862 


William Johnson, George Chatterton, 
and Edward Orme, R.M. 


Dr. Ryall, V. P. 


- 


15 May - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


Drs. Blyth and O’Leary 


- 


15 May - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


Timothy Byrne - 


- 


15 May - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


John Tobin 




15 May - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


■William Williams 


- 


15 May - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


Edward G • Walsh 


- 


16 May - 


1862 


Wm. Johnson and Chas. J. Cantillon. 


Timothy O’Leary 


- 


15 May - 


1862 


Messrs. Johnson, Chatterton, and Orme. 


Sub-Inspector Parkinson 


- 


17 May - 


1862 


Edward Orme, R. M. 


Constable James Vickers 


- 


17 May - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


Dr. D. B. Ballen 


- ! 


29 July - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


John Walsh 


- 


29 July - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


John Tobin 


- 


29 July - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


Timothy Byrne - 


- 


31 July - 


1862 


- - - Same. 


Dr. Blyth - 


- 


7 August 1862 I 


- - - Same. 



Philip O'Connell, 

Sessional Crown Prosecutor, Borough of Cork, 
37, South Mall. 



I certify the above to be a correct return. 

2 April 1864 Philip O'Connell. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



Police Office Court. 



In the Matter of the malicious Burning of the Queen’s College, Cork. 



Information of Sir Robert Kane ; sworn on the 15th May 1862. 

The information of Sir Robert Kane, President of the Queen’s College, in the boron oh 
of Cork, he on oath saitli that I was called up at half past six o’clock this morning by the 
steward ; I proceeded to the western part of the building, the “ Queen’s College, ’’'borourfi 
of Cork, 1 saw the door of the Materia Medica Museum of the College almost entirely 
burned away, only part of the thick framing remaining ; the interior was also on fire. 
The steward told me he wished to shew me something he had seen at another door, and 
brought me to the door of the physical cabinet where I found a small heap of lucifer 
matches and remains of burned paper at the bottom of the door, and the door charred on 
the surface over, about the space of the palm of the hand. I then went to the door of 
the physical lecture room and found a smaller quantity of s imil ar matches, aud the door 
charred over a smaller space. I immediately put Iveeffe, the College porter, in charge of 
the matches, and ordered him not to allow any person to disturb them until the police 
should come. The police shortly afterwards came, and I placed a policeman in charge of 
the matches. At the door of the chemical lecture room in the cloisters there were matches. 
I then gave instructions for saving the apparatus and property of the labaratory. I then 
ascended to the upper corridor, which was so filled with a dense smoke that I was obliged 
to leave it. I say that the western wing of the college buildings has been destroyed by 
the fire, and property of considerable value therein has been also destroyed by the fire ; 
and from the facts stated, and from other circumstances, and the statements of the other 
witnesses, I have no doubt but that the buildings aforesaid were maliciously set on fire. 
And I further say that up to the present I have not heard nor do I know by whom the 
said college was so set on fire, or who committed the said injury. 

(signed) Robert Kane. 

Taken and sworn before us in the police court, borough of Cork, this 15th dav 
of May 1862. 3 

(signed) Wm. Johnson, J. p. 

Geo. Chatterton. 

Edward Orme, R. M. 

Deponent hereby acknowledges himself bound to the Crown in the sum of 1,000 7. 
to prosecute and give evidence against the offender or offenders when discovered, and in 
default to forfeit the said stun. 

(signed) Wm. Johnson. 



Deposition of Dr. Ryall, Vice President of the Queen’s College, Cork ; sworn the 
15th May 1862, before William Johnson , Esq., j. p. 

Dr. Ryall, "V ice-President, was called by his servant about half-past six, a. m. ; I pro- 
ceeded to the western building ; the Materia Medica Museum was in flames ; I found the 
President already there, and he directed my attention to bundles of lucifer matches at the 
door of the physical cabmet, at the door of the physical lecture room, and the door of the 
chemical lecture room; they were chaired at the end, and I noticed portions of the door 
charred. 

(signed) John Ryall. 

Taken and sworn before ns in the police court, borough of Cork, this 15th day 
of May 1862. 

(signed) William Johnson, J.P. 

I acknowledge myself bound to the Queen, in the sum of 1,000 l, to give evidence when 
required or called on to do so. 

(signed) John Ryall. 
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Depositions of Dr. Blyth and Dr. Purcell O’Leary , Professors in the Queen’s 
College, Cork; sworn at the Police Court on the loth May 1862. before William 
Johnson, Esq., j.p. 



Dr. Blyth visited the laboratory at five o’clock yesterday, and all was safe. 

(signed) J. Blyth. 

Dr. Purcell O’Leary : — I inspected the Materia Mcdica Museum about 1 1 o’clock yester- 
day. There was no fire, nor has there been a fire there since the 3d of May ; there was 
not a lucifer match there. 

(signed) Purcell O'Leary. 

Taken and sworn before us, in the police court, borough of Cork, this loth May 
1862. 

(signed) William Johnson, .T. p. 



Informants acknowledge themselves bound to the Crown, in the sum of 1,000 /., to give 
evidence when called on or required. 

(signed) Purcell O'Leary. 

J. Blyth. 



Note . — The following statement is on the original document, but it does not appear to 
have been signed or sworn to. “ Dr. Bullen had also visited the Materia Medica Museum 
at 12 o’clock yesterday, and found everything safe and well.” 



Deposition of Timothy Byrne, Principal Warden of the County of Cork Gaol ; sworn 
at the Police Court on the 15th May 1862, before William Johnson, Esq., J.P. 

The information of Timothy Byrne, Principal Warden of the County of Cork Gaol, 
being duly sworn on oath, saith : — About 10 minutes past six o’clock this morning, my 
attention was called to the college. I observed a heavy smoke from the centre of the 
western wing of the building. I proceeded to the college lodge and gave the alarm to 
Tobin, the lodge porter. I went up and saw the fire ; 1 then sent Tobin for the police 
and fire engines ; I called up the steward of the college, William Williams, and then 
crossed over to the quarry where men were at work to ask their assistance. On my return 
Williams called me into the cloisters and pointed out a lot of lucifer matches in a heap at 
the bottom of the door, at the extreme end of the cloisters ; from their appearance there 
must have been about 50 matches. I sent a messenger to the governor of the county 
prison, Mr. Joyce, who sent four men, and came himself to assist in putting out the 
fire. 

(signed) Timothy Byrne. 



Taken and sworn before me, in the borough of Cork, this loth day of May 
1862. 

Edward Orme, R. M. 



Informant acknowledges liimself bound, in the sum of 50/., to give evidence when called 
on or required to do so. 

(signed) Timothy Byrne. 



Deposition of John Tobin , Lodge Porter at the Queen’s College, Cork; sworn on the 
loth May 1862, before Edward Orme, Esq., R. M. 

John Tobin : — Byrne came this morning and rapped ; one of the turnkeys told me the 
college was on fire ; they ran up. I went to the police office, and the men said they would 
go and send up engines. 1 rapped at the Tuckey-street station; I lost no time 
whatever. 

(signed) John Tobin. 

Taken and sworn before me, in said borough of Cork, this loth May 1862. 

Edward Orme, R. M. 



Informant bound to the Crown, in the sum of 50 /., to give evidence when called upon to 
do so. 

John Tobin. (signed) E. Orme. 
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Deposition of William Williams, Steward of tlie Queen’s College, Cork ; sworn at the 
Police Court on the loth May 1862, before William Johnson, Esq., J. P. 

Council Room, Queen’s College, 15 May 1862. 

William Williams: — I am the steward of the college ; at seven o’clock last evening, I 
went through the western wing of the college buildings, and locked up all the doors, and 
left all safe? At half past 11 last evening, I went as far as the recess leading to the doors 
of the Museum of the Materia Medica and laboratory, and observed nothing unsafe or 
insecure. I was called up at 10 minutes past six this morning by Timothy Byrne, a 
warder of the county prison, who told me the college was on fire ; I went at once to the 
laboratory, the door of the cabinet of the Materia Medica was on fire ; went up to the 
corridor to Mr. England’s room, saw about two dozen lucifer matches in the centre of 
some burnt paper ; this was 20 minutes past six ; the door was charred about the breadth 
of my hand. I then went to the President who came at once to the place. 

(signed) William Williams. 

Taken and sworn before us, in the borough of Cork, this loth May 1862. 

(signed) William Johnson, j.p. 



Deponent binds himself, in the sum of 1,000 1. to the Queen, to give evidence when 
called on. 



(signed) William Williams. 



Deposition of Edward G. Walsh, of 15, Abbey Mount, St. Tuin Barrs, Cork, Paper- 
maker; sworn at the Police Court on the 16th May 1862, before William Johnson, 
and Charles J. Cantillon, Esqrs., J. p’s. 

The information of Edward G. Walsh, of 15, Abbey Mount, St. Tuin Barrs, Cork, 
papermaker, on oath, saith that between six and seven o’clock on yesterday morning, the 
15th May 1862, having heard that the college was on fire, I went to the Queen’s College. 
I went into the corridor, and I saw the second door on the left charred and blackened, 
and a small portion of the bottom had a black and burnt appearance, and was burnt. It 
was evident that an attempt had been made to burn it ; any person looking at the door 
would have noticed it. It struck me at once, it was burned about six or seven inches from 
the bottom, that is, the flame ran from the bottom about that height. I put my stick to 
the burnt portion of the door, it fell off in ashes ; I thought then it was tarred or pitched, 
but I have since thought that the melting or burning of the varnish or paint on it would 
have given it that appearance ; it was quite black ; any person must have seen that an 
attempt was made to burn the door. 

(signed) Edward G. Walsh. 

Taken and sworn before me, in the borough of Cork, this 16th May 1862. 

(signed) William Johnson, J. F. 

Charles J. Cantillon, J. P. 

Informant acknowledges himself bound to the Crown, in the sum of 50/., to give evidence 
whenever he may be called on or required to do so. • 

Edward G. Walsh. (signed) Charles J. Cantillon. 



Deposition of Timothy O'Leary, of the Queen’s College, Cork, Firelighter ; sworn at 
the Police Court on the loth May 1862, before Edward Ormc, Esq., r.m. 

Timothy O’Leary, firelighter in the college : — No fire in the Museum of the Materia 
Medica since the 3d May ; the mark of burning could not have been on the door without 
my observing it, and I did not observe it before this day. 

(signed) Timothy O'Leary. 



Taken and sworn before us, in the police court, borough of Cork, this 15th May 
1862. 



Deponent acknowledges himself bound, in the sum of 50/., to prosecute and give 
evidence when called on. 

Timothy O’Leary. 



(signed) Edward Orme. 
f 50/., to 
(signed) Edward Orme. 
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Deposition of Garrett Parkinson, Sub-Inspector of Constabulary, Cork ; sworn at 
the Police Court, the 17th May 1862, before E dicard Orme, Esq., B. ai. 

The information of Garrett Parkinson, sub-inspector of constabulary, Cork, on oath, 
saith; — That about seven o’clock a.m., on the loth May instant, I arrived at the Queen’s 
College, Cork ; it was then on fire. My attention was directed to some half-consumed 
matches that were beneath three of the doors in the western wing of the building ; I 
closely examined the three doors. At the door in the southern end of the western wing, 
I found that a burnt portion of a match was fixed or inserted between the joinings of the 
door, within about half an inch from the bottom, and the sulphurous part was outwards ; 
about an inch at each side of the match was charred. At each of the three doors at which 
I saw the matches, the floor beneath was timber ; the door at which I saw no matches, in 
the same line, had a stone staircase. When I arrived there, the fire appeared to be con- 
fined to the one department, that is, the one into which the fifth door from the southern 
end of the western wing led. I saw burnt paper at the bottom of the door next to the 

burning door, that is, to the south of it 

(signed) Cr. Earkinson. 

Taken and sworn before us, in said borough, this 17th May lb62, 

(signed) Edward Orme . 

Informant binds himself in 50 1. to prosecute when called on. 

(signed) G. Parkinson. 



Information of James Vickers, Constable ; sworn at the Police Court, on the 
17th May 1862, before Eiltcard Orme , Esq., E.M. 

Tee information of James Vickers, constable, on oath, saith:— That on the morning of the 
15th May 1862, on my arrival at the Queen’s College, Cork, at about ten inmates to seven 
o’clock, I met the President, Sir Robert Kane ; lie pointed out to me a quantity of matches, 
about a dozen, lying (partly burned) close to the bottom of a door at the extreme left oi 
the western wing of the building. I examined the door ; it was not then on fire, but: 
the place where the matches were lying the burning from the flame was visible— it was 
» cLred over the place where the matches were lying; that door was removed, and 
Dr Blyth in my presence, marked it. I examined two other doors ; one of them was the 
next to the doo/above mentioned ; it was charred and burned in a similar way, oi er where 
matches were also lying. On the fourth door from the extreme left, I also saw the door 
had been burned in a similar way ; I saw portions of burnt hrowr paper under that door. 
I examined the cellars, and saw no sign of fire in them. When I arrived, the only room 
on fire was that to which the third door at the south side of the western wing led. From 
what I have stated, and from what I saw, I have no doubt but that the burning vas wilful 

or malicious. (signed) James Vickers , Constable. 

Taken and sworn before me, in said borough, this 17th day of May 1862, 

(signed) Edward Orme, K.M. 



Information of Dr. Bullen ; sworn on the 29th J uly 1862. 

Borough of Cork to wit. 

T Denis Brennan Buleen, of Camden Place, in the said borough. Medical Doctor 
key and opened the door, x me , . . . t n Wrved that on an open shelf 
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not been carried back because, early in the session, I had officially reported to the Presi- 
dent upon the extremely defective accommodation which had been provided for carrying 
on the business of the medical department of the college ; and, moreover, these preparations 
would be required for my lectures in the next session. I then called upon Sir Robert 
Kane, to take leave of him, it being well understood throughout the _ college that he was 
about to resign the presidency ; and having seen him, we had a lengthened conversation 
respecting the state of the college, and of the education question. Amongst other things 
he informed me that he was to leave Cork by the 10 o’clock train next morning, go 
direct to London to place his resignation in Sir Robert Peel’s hands, and that on the 
Saturday then following all official connexion between the Cork College and himself 
would be at an end. 

i further swear that on the morning of Thursday the loth of May, at nine o’clock, I 
received a note from Sir Robert Kane, requesting me to attend at an immediate meeting 
of council, to consider the circumstances of the fire, the college being then burning. I 
went to the council, took part in the proceedings of the council, and heard the depositions 
that were taken down from the respective persons who had directed their attention to the 
origin of the burning. I say that I have reason to know a strong impression has for some 
time existed amongst some of the porters of the college, that if Sir Robert Kane ceased to 
be President, they would be immediately dismissed from their situations. The statutes 
vest, absolutely, in the President the nomination and control of the porters. I also say that, 
some days after the fire, I made a minute examination of the ruins. Between the stone 
corridor of the cloisters and the door of the Materia Medica Museum, in which the fire 
originated, there was a narrow passage with a wooden floor; this wooden floor was 
charred, and parts of some of the boards remained partially consumed and blackened by 
fire. . On closely inspecting portions of this floor I saw visible marks as if an inflammable 
fluid had leaked out from under the said door, making a defined mark on the floor, and as 
if, when that part of the floor took fire, this impregnated portion burned through, making 
a large hole in the boards. I showed these marks to Professors Jack and Barry, to Mr. Kenny 
the Registrar, and afterwards to Professor Blyth. Being struck by these appearances, I 
inquired amongst my acquaintances at Sunday’s Well, from which place there is the most 
complete run of the college buildings, whether any of them had seen the breaking-out of 
the fire. One lady who lives directly opposite the college informed me that she got up that 
morning to look after one of her children, and saw by her watch that it was exactly half-past 
five o’clock ; that she then called her child’s maid, and they both looked out of the 
window. They could distinctly see the college, and there was not then any trace of 
smoke out of any of the chimneys or of any other portion of the said college. That about 
a few minutes before six o’clock same morning she stated to me they saw a burst of 
smoke come out of a chimney, and soon after saw flames break out. Another lady, who 
lives in the same neighbourhood, informed me she got up the same morning a few minutes 
before six o’clock, and saw the smoke suddenly rush from the chimney, followed by flame. 
I say that, taking these appearances into consideration, and having maturely weighed in 
my own mind the depositions and informations already sworn to, I am of' opinion the 
college was set on fire, between half-past five and six o’clock on that morning, by some 
person intimately acquainted with the interior of said college, and who had an inti- 
mate knowledge of the peculiar matter contained in the Materia Medica Museum ; that 
he had access thereto without apprehension of being detected, and entered and went into 
the said room by ordinary means, thereby evading discovery. That the floor of the 
Materia Medica Museum was covered by cocoanut matting, which does not blaze and 
break out into flame when ignited, except when it is impregnated by some inflammable 
liquid material ; that there was at least six gallons of spirits of wine in the pathological 
preparations over the door, as already stated, and the materials of the Materia Medica 
Collection consisted of preparations containing from 30 to 40 gallons of spirits of wine, 
besides various other inflammable substances, as essential oils, balsams, resins, and such 
articles ; and, moreover, there were manuscripts and paper diagrams in the presses. It 
was only necessary to place the papers on the floor, pour over them the contents of a few 
of the jars with spirits of wine, apply an ignited lucifer-match, lock the door, when every 
condition is satisfied, as stated in the testimonies already given. I say that I carefully 
examined the apparent attempts made to ignite the doors in the corridor by placing 
matches under them, and I am convinced these matches were placed under these doors by 
the incendiary with a design to direct attention from the real origin of the fire, and make 
it appear as if the crime had been committed by some person who got access to the 
college from without during the night, and kindled the fire by putting matches under the 
doors. 

(signed) Denis Brennan Bullen, M..D. 

Taken and sworn before me, in the borough of Cork, this 29th July 1862, 

(signed) Edward Orme. 

Informant hereby acknowledges himself bound to the Crown in the sum of 50 l., con- 
ditioned to give evidence when called on or required to do so. 

(signed) Denis Brennan Bullen. 
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Information of John Walsh ; sworn on tlie 29tli July 1862. 

Borough of Cork to wit. 

I, John Walsh, of No. 42, College-road, in the city of Cork, porter, in the depart- 
ment of the medical faculty at the Queens College, Cork, in the said borough, make oath 
and say : — 

That I am employed as porter in the foregoing department of the Queen’s College afore- 
said since its opening in the year 1849, and the reason I have not come forward before is 
the fear of losing my situation, and that we would have been all turned out of the 
college. 

I remember the morning of the fire ; it was on Thursday morning, the 15th of May last. 
I say that on the day before (that is, on Wednesday, the 14th of said month) I met Wil- 
liam Williams, the steward, in the museum of the college, a little after four o’clock p.m., 
and having observed some holes burnt in the flooring of the museum opposite two of the 
fireplaces, which holes appeared to have been done with a large poker, I then said to 
Williams, “ Is it not a shame for any person to be burning the boards of the museum with 
a red-hot poker?” Williams denied it, and said it was done by the coals from the fire; 
and he then went for the carpenter, who was at work in his own workshop below stairs, 
and brought him up and showed him the holes I referred to ; and the carpenter said to 
Williams, in my presence, that they were done with a poker and were quite fresh. The 
carpenter then went away, and after he left I again repeated to Williams that it was a 
shame to have the boards of the museum in that way ; and he said to me, in an under 
tone of voice, “ The college will be burnt, and the Board of Works will build it up again.” 
It being then after four o’clock, I went home to dinner. 

I also say, that as I was going to the museum a little before four o’clock, on passing 
through the corridor, I observed the door of the Materia Medica Department opened. I 
then saw the steward, Williams, at the open space under the tower. I stated to him that 
the door was opened, and asked him where the key was ; to which he replied that be did 
not know. I then went into the office to search for tlie key ; he followed me in, and without 
any delay took it from amongst other keys and banded the key to me, saying, “ Here it 
is ; Dr. Bullen was in there?’ I went then and locked the door, and returned the key to 
its place in the office in Williams’ presence ; and I then went to the museum, as I have 
before stated. 

I say that after going home to dinner I did not return to the college until next morning, 
after six o’clock. My child died of measles, and I remained up with a few friends at the 
wake, and did not see or hear of anything further until, shortly after getting into bed, a 
woman named O’Driscoll, who lives in upper apartments in the same house with me, called 
out and said there was a large heavy smoke out of the college : the college can he seen 
from her room, but not from mine, which is on the ground-floor. 

In a few moments afterwards she cried out the college was on fire, and I then rushed out 
of bed, ran down to the college, and saw it on fire. The first person I saw was Dr. Ryal’s 
servant, and on my arrival I saw Sir Robert Kane at the tower. The turnkeys from the, 
county gaol were there. The flames were then issuing out. The doors were all locked. 
Dr. Ryal’s servant woman required of Williams, and so did some of the turnkeys, to open 
the doors at once or that the entire college would be burnt ; he said something to the effect 
that be did not know where the keys were, and that there was no fear that the fire would 
reach far. The Materia Medica Department was the one then on fire, which contained all 
the inflammable matter, such as spirits of wine : this is the room which I called Williams’ 
attention to about four o’clock the day before. I and my family are on the best terms 
with Williams since August I860, when he and I had some slight difference, but none 
whatever since then. 

(signed) John Walsh. 



Taken and sworn before me, in the city of Cork, this 29th July 1862. 

(signed) Edward Orme, E. M. 



Informant bound, &c. &c. in 50 1. to give evidence when called on. 

(signed) John Walsh. 
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Information of John Tobin ; sworn on the 29th. July 1862. 

Borough of Cork to wit. 

I, John Tobin, of the Queen’s College, Cork, in the said Borough-gate, porter at said 
college, make oath and say :-That I have been since the month of November 1849, employed 
as "ate porter at said college, and have been living in the lodge at the front gate there 
since February 1850. I say that William Williams, the present steward in the college, 
was at first servant to Sir Robert Kane, and having got married to Lady Kane’s maid, he 
was subsequently appointed a porter in the college, and that a person named Cunningham 
was then steward there. I say that some time afterwards Cunningham was dismissed, 
and Williams was appointed steward in his stead, and has continued so since his appoint- 
ment; that he, Williams, resides in the College-buildings, and has charge thereof, and of 
all property within the walls, and I say he lias frequently stated to me that m discharge 
of his duty as such steward or caretaker, he was necessarily obliged to be up late and 
early at two, three, and four o’clock in the morning. I remember the morning of Thursday, 
the loth of May last, the morning of the fire at the college; my wife and. child were at 
John Walsh’s child’s wake that night ; she was not to return home that night, as after I 
locked the back gate she had no way of getting home, unless she .went round through the 
town. I say that about ten minutes past six o’clock on that morning, I was awoke by two 
turnkeys at the county gaol, who knocked at the gate and gave the alarm that the college 
was on fire. I instantly directed them to knock up Williams, the steward, whilst I was 
dressing. I arrived up immediately after them, and saw the turnkeys, Byrnes and Sweeny 
under the tower, and Williams in the corridor opposite his own residence, partly dressed. 
Byrnes, Sweeny, and myself ran towards the Materia Medica Department, through the 
corridor ; Williams did not accompany us. We saw no appearance of flames, but immense 
Sm oke there, and we ran round to the back of the western wing to see where the smoke 
was issuino- from. I then saw the smoke rushing in volumes from the back window of 
Dr. O’Leary’s room, which is the materia medica room mentioned before. Byrnes, Sweeny, 
and I returned, and in the tower space found Williams there dressed ; Byrnes then said I 
should go as quick as possible and report the matter to the next police stations, and to 
have engines and men sent up at once. I asked Williams if I was. to do so, and he said 
to be sure at once. I ran off as fast as I could to the police station in Great George’s- 
street, reported the case there, and I did the same at the Tuckey-street police station. I 
met Sweeny on my return, and we went to Mr. Ring, the corporation superintendent, 
and reported the same. When I returned. Dr. O’Leary’s room was all consumed, and a 
number of men were bringing buckets of water ; I went then, and saw the state of Mr. 
England’s room. When I was sent off to report the case at the police stations, I gave the 
keys to the turnkey Byrnes to open the back gate. Williams has always had the charge 
and possession of the' keys of every department of the college since he was appointed 
steward, and I know him to have and use a skeleton key which opened all the doors therein, 
except the library and examination hall, or such doors as were usually left open with the 
keys left in them. I heard that, in some days after the fire took place, a pistol was found 
in a room underneath Dr. O’Leary’s, and tliat it was given by Walsh, the carpenter,, to 
Williams, and by him given to Mr. Kenny, the registrar, but I do not know anything 
of it, only what I heard. 

(signed) John Tobin. 

Taken and sworn before me, in the borough of Cork, this 29th July 1862. 

(signed) Edward Orme. 

Informant hereby acknowledges himself bound to the Crown in the sum of 50 /., con- 
ditioned to give evidence when called on to do so. 

(signed) John Tobin. 



Deposition of Timothy Byrne ; sworn on the 31st. July 1862. 



Borough of Cork to wit. 

I Timothy Byrne, one of the turnkeys employed at and residing In the gaol of the 
county of Cork, make oath and say That on the morning of the 15th of May, about 10 
minutes past six o’clock, my attention was called by William Sweeny, gaol messenger, to 
a great smoke arising out of the west wing of the Queen’s College, Cork, in the said 
borough. I went immediately to the college in company with William Sweeny, and 
called Tobin, who was in charge of the front gate, and thence to the steward Williams, 
who was in bed at the time. Whilst he was dressing Tobin came up, and we went into 
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-the passage, and from that to the rear of the buildings ; and when we came back we met 

■Williams, who was partly dressed at the time. I say the doors were all * then. * 

and Williams the steward, as I have heard and believe, had charge of the kevs. When 
we come up Tobin told him (Williams’) that the fire was in Dr. O'Leary's room': I advised 
Williams to send at once for the fire-engines, that there was no time to lose, and give 
notice at same time to the police, who would direct him where to <ro for the engines? 1 
say that Williams then sent Tobin as I desired, and was going himself to report the matter 
to the President, when I told him it was better to send hirst Williams, who was dressed 
in the hall at the time, and suggested that he should open the doors at once to enable us 
to get to where the fire was. I say that Williams then left where Sweeny and 1 were 
standing in the archway, and went to the extreme end of the building, and came back 
immediately afterwards, and said, “ I want you to come with me,” when he called un- 
attention to a large number of burned matches in front of Professor England's lecture- 
room, and said to me, “ That looks very suspicious.” The matches were then about six inches 
from the bottom of the door on the stone flag in front ; there were about 50, and the ends 
of them burned. I then again told him to open the doors where the tire was, at the other 
end of the passage, and that I would go and call the labouring men from the limestone 
quarry ; aud at the same time I sent William Sweeny to report the circumstance to Mr. 
Joyce, the governor of the County Gaol, so that he may send whatever hands could he 
spared. I say that when I came back from the quarry with the men, the other turnkeys 
of the gaol and they went for buckets and assisted in shifting the long ladders, so as "to 
get to the rear of the room by breaking through the window. I did not. go to the front 
for some time after I got out the long ladder, and I broke the window in the next room 
in order to get access to where the fire was, hut did not succeed. When next I went to 
the front of the building, the door was then on fire ; and when the President came out, 
Williams called his attention to the matches, and the attention of the police was also 
called by him to the matter, and they ought to be able to explain whether the door was 
so much damaged when first observed. I say that every assistance was given to cheek 
the flames, by drawing water from a considerable distance with a few buckets and tin 
cans, the only vessels that could be provided at the time. Not being able to check the 
flames, which were then ascending to the upper room, I then advised all the men who 
were there to commence and save what property we could, as the engines were not 
coming, and we succeeded in clearing out Dr. Blyth’s and Dr. Ryal’s rooms ; and whilst 
clearing these rooms I met one of the men employed in the college, Walsh the porter, 
and said to him, “ This is a frightful occurrence.” He appeared excited at the time, aud 
said, “ There is the fires for them.” He mentioned the same on another occasion in pre- 
sence of one of the turnkeys of the gaol, who was then assisting to clear out the room. 
I say, that when clearing out Professor England's lecture-room, which was the last 
cleared of any college property, I did not observe even then any burning on tbe door, 
nor did any of tbe men who were shifting the different- articles at the same time. 1 say it 
is my belief that if, after the smoke was first observed, the doors were immediately opened 
and access had to the rooms, the whole of the buildings would have been saved. There, 
was a watertank in the same room, immediately over where the fire was observed, and 
by cutting the lead pipe which was attached thereto, the fire would have been quenched 
in a few minutes. I would have stated before what I now state, only expecting that the 
parties employed in the college would be minutely examined as to the cause of the fire, 
and that there would be no difficulty in coming at the truth. 

(signed) Timothy Byrne. 

Taken and sworn before me, in the borough of Cork, this 31st July 1862, 

(signed) Edward Orme. 

Informant acknowledges himself bound in 50/. to give evidence when called on or 

required so to do. . .. „ 

1 (signed) Timothy Byrne. 



Information of Professor Blyth ; sworn on the 7th August 1862. 

Borough of Cork, to wit. 

I, John Bltth, of tbe Queen’s College, Cork, in the said ■“Xuftdny 

and Professor of Chemistry in said college, make oath and say That mythe 14th dav 
of May 1862, being the day before the itre took place at the Queens College atoresai , 
I in the laboratory at said college, between 5 and 6 o’clock on the evening of sand 
14th of May, having been engaged previously on that day with a college examination 
the hall of TidelXe, and I say there was no work performed m the labomtory on that 
tl I found ^yerrfWng then’safe in the laboratory; there was no gas iWmg there 
‘te LX 1 See & was going ont. I possessed nothmg m the laboratory that 
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employed in materia medica are not of such a nature as to be susceptible of spontaneous 
combustion. I also say that the cocoanut matting with which the materia medica room 
aforesaid was then covered, is so sparingly inflammable, that it cannot be set on fire bv 
lighted matches, or a piece of burning paper accidentally thrown upon it ; and I say, if 
the matting were held up and set on fire, by holding a flaming light under it that it 
would burn ; but even then it is easily extinguished in withdrawing the flame. In fact it 
will not burn unless assisted by other ignited combustible matter. 

(signed) J. Blyth, m. d.. 

Professor of Chemistry, Queen’s College, Cork. 

Taken and sworn before me, in the borough of Cork, this 7th day of August 
1862, ° 
(signed) Edward Orme, r.m. 

Informant bound to our Lady the Queen, in the sum of 50/., to prosecute when 
called on. 



I certify the foregoing to be true and correct copies. 

(signed) H. Humphreys, 

1 April 1864. Clerk to Justices, Cork. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



QUEEN’S COLLEGE (CORK). 



COPY of Dbpoj 




sitions taken before the Justices 



( Lord Naas.) 
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